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SUBJ: HIGH ILO OPPICIAL TO BRIEF ASEAN LABOR MINISTERS 
REF: A. STATE 102699, B. GENEVA 3824 

1. BERNARD PORTIN, CHEF DE CABINET OP THE INTERNATIONAL 
LABOR ORGANIZATION AND DIRECTOR GENERAL BLANCHARD'S 
RIGHT HAND MAN, WILL BRIEF THE ASEAN LABOR MINISTERS 
NEXT WEEK ON POLITICAL ISSUES COMING UP IN JUNE AT 
THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR CONPERENCE (ILC). MEETING 
REPORTEDLY WILT, TAKE PLACE OUTSIDE BANGKOK. PORTIN 
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SAID ASEAN MINISTERS HAD ASKED BLANCHARD FOR "UP TO 
DATE BRIEPING" ON POLITICAL ISSUES BUT BECAUSE ILO 
GOVERNING BODY IS IN SESSION NEXT WEEK, BLANCHARD 
IS SENDING HIM AS HIS PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE. PORTIN 
ARRIVES IN BANGKOK MAY 20,IAND WILL STAY AT ORIENTAL 
HOTEL. 
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2 FOR DEPT: FORTIN WAS RATHER UPTIGHT WHEN 
WE TALKED TO HIM, PARTLY BECAUSE OF FEAR (SO FAR 
UNJUSTIFIED) THAT ARABS MIGHT INTRODUCE ANTI-ISRAEL 
RESOLUTION AT ILC, AND PARTLY BECAUSE OF ARAB CONTENTIONS 
THAT G-77 WOULD SOLIDLY OPPOSE PROPOSED CHANGES IN 
ARTICLE 17 OF ILC STANDING ORDERS. WE TOLD HIM OUR 
IMPRESSION FROM REPORTS OF HOROWITZ JOURNEYS WAS 
DIFFERENT AND MOST RECENT SOUNDINGS IN AFRICA BY 
AMB YOUNG AND ASST SECY MAYNES ALSO SUGGESTED GAME 
WAS FAR FROM LOST. INSTRUCTIONS ON ANY FURTHER BRIEFING 
FOR FORTIN SHOULD BE SENT TO US ASAP. 

3. FOR BANGKOK: FORTIN IS VERY BRIGHT FRENCHMAN, 

CAREER OFFICIAL IN ILO, AND SPEAKS FLUENT ENGLISH. THE 
EASIEST RAPPORT WITH FORTIN IS THROUGH HIS INTEREST 
IN MUSIC (HE IS ACCOMPLISHED AMATEUR PIANIST) AND HE 
MAY BE INTERESTED IN THAI MUSIC. SORENSON 
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